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July 5, 2026
bth Sunday after Pentecost

+ GATHERING +
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE TRUMPET MARCH, ARR. JAMES DARLING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the
weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.

God of all mercy,

We have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within
ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the
evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and
restore us for lives of compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God

forgive you all your sins

through the grace of + Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power

strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)
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| How firim a foun - da-tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ery tri - als your  path- way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life-time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid  for your faith in  his ex - cel-lent word!
for I am your God and will still ~ give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov-'reign, e¢ - ter -nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than (0 you he has said
I'n strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not  hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem-ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my  righ-teous, om - nip - o - tent  hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall  still  in  my bo - som be borne.”
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.



THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord of all the worlds,

guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom. Give

to all living in these lands the blessings

of well-being and harmony, but

above all things, give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to

your name and blessings to all peoples,
Lord. Amen.

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and



+ WOoRD +

FIRST READING // Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM // Psalm 145:8-14
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8 The Lord 1is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
9 Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
11 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
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12 that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- | out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.

SECOND READING // Romans 7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good
does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies
close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do
not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it 1s no longer I who do it but
sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin
that dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL // Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
"We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had
been done because they did not repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day
of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you,
Capernaum,



will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON & STORY BREAK

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty (ELW 777)
N
Y | ] I | |
F 4N b I i | | |
e I o e o
S— <
1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter [ will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-'lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re - fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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It you knew what gift [ of - fer, you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re - ceive the gift [ of - fer, turn to me and seek my face”
Come and know di - vine com- pas - sion, turn to me, [ call your name.”

8



Refrain

IQ 5 » i il —
! O
Je -sus, ev - er- flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell
5 “Come to me, distressed and needy; 6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;

I would be your trusted friend.
Come and seek the gift I offer,
come, your open hands extend.” Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift I offer,
let me make in you my home.” Refrain

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every
nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused.
Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is
being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they
center your people in the gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the
Atlantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples
over many centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at
what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future
generations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your
own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a
united people that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of
America marks its declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted
with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both
here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who
live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people
seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing
those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and
need, especially those we name before you aloud or silently within our hearts. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: those who have
died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace
officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone
before us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have
prepared. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING Scan for online giving
OFFERTORY IR MINUET, ARR. JAMES DARLING
OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord (ELW 184)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

THANKSGIVING

+ MEAL +

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy ...
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is good to all.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION

13



COMMUNION HYMN Build a Longer Table (ACS 1062)
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - lles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice 1s de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - Dbles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the
very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a

broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good,
following the way our Savior leads us now and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
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AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN CIVIC LIFE

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and

always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN This is My Song (ELW 887)
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1 This s my song, O God of all the na- tions,
2 My coun - try’s skies are  blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This 18 my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for  lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - wver-leat and pine.
your king - dom come; on earth your will be done.
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This 1s my home, the  coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O God, be lift - ed up till all shall serveyou,
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here are my hopes, my dreams, my ho - 1ly shrine;
and skies are ev - ry - where as blue as  mine.
and hearts u - nt - ed learn to live as  one.
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but oth - er hearts in oth - er lands are beat-ing
So  hear my song, O God of all the na-tions,
So  hear my prayer, O God of all the na-tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for  their land and for mine.
my - self I give you; let  your will be done.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. Thanks be to God. We will!

POSTLUDE March, arr. James Darling
PASTOR: Pastor Alex Martini

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES: Karl Segletes

ORGANIST: David Binkley

STORY BREAK LEADER: Susan Hensel

LITURGIST: Pam Ringhoffer

LECTOR: Susan Hensel

USHERS: Creedin & Jo Ann Paulus

TeCH TEAM: Priss Bashore & Lydia Martini

Cafe Chat - Beginning July 5, please join us at Cafe Chat in the Spirit Cafe (next to Fellowship
Hall) from 8:45 - 9:30 AM. This is an opportunity to gather, chat, and connect with each other.
Coffee and snacks will be available. Hope to see you there!

Fair Trade Sunday - July 12 is Fair Trade Sunday! Equal Exchange fairly traded dried mangos
and cashews will be available for purchase, along with fair trade coffee and chocolate.

St. Peter VBS - Gather Around God’s Campfire is July 13-16,
9-11:30 AM. For children ages 4 through entering 6th grade.

Register—

Fellowship Sunday - July 19, we will celebrate a time of fellowship after the worship service.
Join us for coffee & snacks while visiting with new & longtime friends. Beverages will be
provided, and you are welcome to bring a snack to share. Contact Dottie Shultz for additional
information.

Harrisburg Senators Faith Night - Join your St Peter friends for fellowship, fun & baseball at
the Senators Faith Night on Friday, July 24 at 7 PM! The fun continues after the game, against

the Fightin Phils, with fireworks! Reserved second-level box seats are $15 each. Ticket orders
and payments are due by July 8. The sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board.
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