
 
 
 

 
 

June 21, 2026 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

+​ GATHERING + 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE     ​           ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        ​ ADAGIO, TOMMASO ALBINONI 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
our sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN      ​​  ​   We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449) 
 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
Teach us, good Lord God,  
To serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and 
not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to 
ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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+​ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING   //   Genesis 21:8-21 

 

The child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day 
that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out 
this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account 
of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and 
because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it 
is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave 
woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” So 
Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
 
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy, 
and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 
Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great 
nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went 
and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 
 
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an 
expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife 
for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM   //   Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
 

 
 
1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and | answer me, 
​ for I am poor | and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for | I am faithful; 
​ save your servant who | trusts in you. 
 

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you | are my God; 
​ I call upon you all | the day long. 
4 Gladden the soul | of your servant, 
​ for to you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul. 
 

5 For you, O Lord, are good | and forgiving, 
​ and abundant in mercy toward all who | call upon you. 
6 Give ear, O Lord, | to my prayer, 
​ and attend to the voice of my | supplications. 
 

7 In the time of my trouble I will | call upon you, 
​ for you will | answer me. 
8 Among the gods there is none like | you, O Lord, 
​ nor anything | like your works. 
 

9 All the nations you have made will come and worship | you, O Lord, 
​ and glori- | fy your name. 
10 For you are great; you do | wondrous things; 
​ and you a- | lone are God. 
 

16 Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
​ give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | 
put to shame; 
​ because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. 
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SECOND READING   //   Romans 6:1b-11 
 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? By no means! How can 
we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved 
to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
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GOSPEL   //   Matthew 10:24-39 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household! 
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and one’s foes 
will be members of one’s own household. “Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will find it.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON & STORY BREAK 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   ​         ​​    Will You Come and Follow Me (ELW 798) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
 

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. 
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, hear 
our prayer.  
 

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating 
birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your 
creation. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with 
marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. 
Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

God of mercy and welcome, on this week when the world observes World Refugee 
Day, we remember all who have been forced from their homes by war, persecution, 
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famine, and disaster. Uphold refugees, asylum seekers, and all who live with 
uncertainty and loss. Grant safety to those on the journey, compassion to nations 
and communities that receive them, and courage to your church to be a sign of your 
hospitality and peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. 
Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering, especially those we 
name before you aloud or silently within our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially 
for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for 
all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises. 
May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Scan for online giving 
 

 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   AMAZING GRACE, GILBERT MARTIN 
 
OFFERING HYMN​​ ​      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord (ELW 192) 
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+​ THANKSGIVING + 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought 
life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for 
life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to 
your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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+​ SENDING + 
BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold us today and 
always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   ​        ​   ​    If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. We will! 
 

POSTLUDE         ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD, PIET POST 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREACHER: ​​               ​ ​         ​​ Sandy Stevenson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES: ​ ​ ​ Karl Segletes 
ORGANIST: ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ David Binkley 
LITURGIST:​ ​ ​ ​                    ​ Stacey Niedzwiecki 
LECTOR:​ ​ ​ ​                    ​ Dottie Shultz 
USHERS: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ The Witmer Family​  
TECH TEAM:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Craig Nelson & Kathy Zagoric 
​ ​ ​  
 
 
Planting with Pizza - Join us on June 27 for Planting with Pizza! We’ll start 
working around 9 AM and finish up with pizza for lunch. Along with planting, we 
will create the pizza garden, slice by slice, in one of the extra plots, and harvest 
lavender. Come, be part of the fun as we help provide food for families in need. 
 
 

St. Peter VBS - Gather Around God’s Campfire is July 13-16,  
9-11:30 AM. For children ages 4 through entering 6th grade.  

Register→    
 

 
Harrisburg Senators Faith Night - Join your St Peter friends for 
fellowship, fun & baseball at the Senators Faith Night on Friday, July 24 at 7 PM! 
The fun continues after the game, against the Fightin Phils, with fireworks! 
Reserved second-level box seats are $15 each. Ticket orders and payments are due 
by July 8. The sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board. 
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