
March 7, 2020 – Third Sunday in Lent 

 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the Triune name of God: who gives us their Word, whose promise makes 

us one people, who seals us with the Spirit. Amen. 
 

In this season of Lent … so that God can put us back together. 
 

God, we confess: we have sinned. We have turned away from you, away from one 
another, into ourselves. We have allowed our love of you to be supplanted by the 
fear of other things: death, suffering, weakness, want. Our fear has frayed the 
bond of our common humanity, so we do not love one another as you first loved 
us. Help us. Promise us that even this brokenness can be made well. 
 

Siblings in Christ, listen to this good news: God knew of our brokenness 

even before we knew it ourselves. In accordance with the ancient promise 

of a Messiah, Jesus Christ came among us, to live and die and rise again. For his sake, + 

God forgives us all our sins. For his sake, God renews all God’s promises. For his sake, 

God remakes us as the body of Christ for the sake of the world. Thanks be to God! 
Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God, Solid Rock, you carve out a path on which we can live rightly with you and each 

other. But the record shows our stubbornness. So, God, we pray: be stubborner. Oust 

our impulse to follow other paths. As many times as we turn from you, turn us back, 

again, again, until your will is done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20: 1-17 

1God spoke all these words: 

  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 

  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
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5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 

your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do 

any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 

or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed 

the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 

  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 2: 13-22 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 

he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at 

their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the 

sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 

out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews 

then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 

temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 

days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the 
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dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 

and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Who Gives Us Life 

For reflection and quiet contemplation of the text 
 

O God who gives us life and breath, 

who shapes us in the womb, 

who guards our lives from birth to death, 

then leads us from the tomb: 

deliver us from fears that kill 

the life we have from you; 

help us to know your Spirit still 

is making all things new. 

 

O God who calls your people out, 

to venture and to dare, 

to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt 

and find you even there: 

when we despair in wandering 

through wastes of empty lies, 

refresh us with the living spring 

of hope that never dies. 

 

O God of covenant and law, 

revealed in cloud and flame, 

your mighty deeds evoke our awe; 

we dare not speak your Name. 

Yet we by faith are drawn to you 

and will your people prove, 

as on our hearts you write anew 

the covenant of love. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

PEACE             The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy … Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. Our father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, As we 

forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. Forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love … in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be … in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen.  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the Good News. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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